
192

eaten it. Many who found paralysis coming on gave up this
vetch as food and recovered.

Further Scientific Investigation into the Etiology of Plague.
On his arrival at Bombay Lord Curzon announced that he

had been in communication with the heads of the Royal
Society and with the authorities of the Lister Institute on
the subject of further scientific investigation into the

etiology of plague. The Punjab Government has made
official proposals to the Government of India and the
Government of India has forwarded a dispatch to the

Secretary of State. At the same time the corporation of
Bombay had arrived independently at the same conclusion
-viz., that further inquiry was urgently needed. The concur-
rence of authoritative opinion arrived at without consultation
shows how widely the opinion is held that more should be
done to discover means for combating this increasing
scourge. We may therefore expect to hear shortly of the
definite appointment of a further plague commission. It is
to be hoped that all the members will be scientific investi-
gators and that no civilians will be nominated. There are
no questions of administration or of policy requiring their
presence and the inquiry needed is a purely scientific one.
Dec. 31sit, 1904.

BIRMINGHAM.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Floodgate-street Area.
THE Floodgate-street area was again the subject of public

comment at the annual meeting of the Birmingham
magistrates. Alderman Cook, the chairman of the health
committee, drew the attention of the magistrates to the
report of the medical officer of health on the area, in which
he attributes the high mortality to excessive drinking; he
moved that all magistrates be supplied with a copy and said
that the very least they could do was to give it a full and
serious consideration. This was seconded and Mr. A. M.
Chance, the chairman of the licensing committee, in support-
ing it, took the opportunity of stating how important and able
a report he deemed it. An influential meeting of the citizens’
committee, which was largely instrumental last year in direct-
ing attention to the subject, has also met to consider what steps
should be taken in view of the Brewster sessions to be held
next month. The meeting passed no resolution, deciding
to await indications of the policy likely to be adopted by
the magistrates. The laying on of a supply of water to each
house in the courts of this same area was considered at the
last meeting of the Birmingham water committee. A sub-
committtee which had been appointed to consider a com-
munication from the health committee on this question
reported that the use of standpipes for courts led to a great
waste of water owing to the users allowing the taps to run
more or less continuously and that now that’the Welsh water-
supply was available there was no reason-so far as they
were concerned-why a supply should not be laid on to each
house. The report was adopted as the answer to the health
committee.

Drunkenness during the Past Year.
At the annual meeting of the magistrates Mr. Chance,

the chairman of the licensing committee, referred to
a report received from the chief constable relating to the
number of persons convicted for drunkenness during the
years 1902, 1903, and 1904. In 1902 the number was 2576,
in 1903 3064, and in 1904 3478. Commenting upon these 
statistics Mr. Chance thought their unfavourable nature was
attributable to the Act of 1902 and to its more stringent
enforcement by the police. The statistics, in his opinion,
showed that, much as they all desired a reduction in the
number of licences, it was not the only factor to be con-
sidered. He did not believe that drunkenness was on the
increase in Birmingham. A communication from the Home

Department about the disregard shown for the regu-
lations concerning the black list drew forth the opinion 
that the list had proved an utter failure, that persons
who had been placed upon it were brought up almost daily.
The Brentry Homes for Inebriates was the subject of a special
report to the magistrates by Mr. J. C. Lord. He expressed
himself as satisfied with the sanitation and administration 
of the homes and with the health and behaviour of the
inmates. He regretted that of the 15 beds allotted to 

Birmingham only eight were at present filled by
local cases ; the more so because he was of opinion that
more good would accrue from the sending of suitable cases
to a reformatory than by sending them to prison. He would
like to see those starting on a career of drunkenness sent
there and wished to impress upon the younger members of
the bench the importance of looking carefully into all cases
with a view to this course of action.

The Birmingham Water.
The medical officer of health submitted to the water

committee at its last meeting the results of analyses of

samples of the Birmingham water. A sample taken at

Frankley before filtration on Dec. 15th was found to possess
a marked purity and to show less colour than the previous
ten samples. The persistent brown colour heretofore has
occasioned a certain amount of anxiety among the more
nervous of the community.

Hands7vorth and Medical Relief.
At a meeting of the West Bromwich board of guardians

it was decided to divide the Handsworth parish into two
districts for medical relief purposes-viz., No. 1 district to
consist of Sandwell, Soho, and Murdock wards ; and No. 2
district of Birchfield and Heathfield wards and the parish of
Perry Bar. The reason for the division is the enormous

growth of the district during late years. In consequence of
the division two medical officers will be appointed at salaries
of &pound;70 each per annum instead of one, as at present, at a
salary of .S110.

Health of the City.
The health returns show that for the week ending

Dec. 31st, 1904, the death-rate was 25’ 3 ; for the week ending
Jan. 7th the death-rate was 21. The zymotic death-rate for
the former week was 1 - 9, as against 0’ 7 for the first
week of this year. The reduction in the zymotic death-rate
was due particularly to the decrease in deaths from diarrhcea
and pulmonary tuberculosis. At the end of last week there
were 193 patients in the scarlet fever hospital, as compared
with 211 at the close of the previous week, and the typhoid
fever wards contained 19 patients as against 26.

Health of West Bromwich..
The medical officer of health of West Bromwich has just

issued his sanitary summary for the year 1904. This shows
a birth-rate of 33’ 6 and a death-rate of 15’ 9, the decennial
averages being 35’ 2 and 18 - 6 respectively.

Beqnests to Local Charities.
By the will of the late Mr. William Ansell of Sutton

Cold field the local charities have benefited to the extent of
.B5000.

Jan. l6th. 
___________________

MANCHESTER.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Infantile Death-rate at Dukinfield.
AT Dukinfield 1 in every 3 children born dies in

infancy. It seems as if all efforts to reduce this mortality
were fruitless. It is said that the county authorities
and Mr. F. Vacher, the medical officer of health, "have
repeatedly roused the ire of the town council by
their scathing comments" on the town’s record of mor-
tality. The suggestions of the county council health
committee have been put in operation without reducing
the death-rate. The sanitation, under the care and
guidance of Mr. Bancroft, the chairman of the sanitary
committee, has been greatly improved. " A health-giving
breeze sweeps through the town from the adjacent moors
and the water-supply is second to none in its purity.’’ Four
or five years ago it was thought that the milk-supply might
be faulty and at the wish of the county council a sterilised
milk depot was opened. This new venture tickled the sense
of humour of the people who, though living in Cheshire,
closely resemble their near neighbours of Lancashire in this
peculiar quality, which is quaint and racy if not grounded on
knowledge; and this venture of sterilised milk was killed
by ridicule in about two years. It is said, indeed,
that the infantile death-rate was not lower but higher
during the use of sterilised milk, though there was probably
no connexion between them. Last month the deaths were

equal to 325 per 1000, the highest in Cheshire. When all


